
Noon Bible Study: 1 Samuel 19-20 

1 Samuel 19:1-8 - Jonathan intercedes for David 

 

 v. 1 - Saul commands his servants to put David to death! 

 

 v. 6 - Saul responds to the truth-filled rational argument of his son. 

 

1 Samuel 19:9-10 - Saul changes again 

 

v. 9 - Saul is filled with fear.  He is sitting in his own house with a spear in his hand. 

 

v.9-10 - Saul tries to spear David again.  This was a very real altercation!  Notice the contrast between these verses & 

v. 6. This gives us some indication that when someone is influenced by evil spirits, truth/rational thinking are set aside. 

 

1 Samuel 19:11-18 - Michal saves David by tricking Saul 

 

v. 13 - Michal tricks Saul’s men into thinking David is sick in bed.  She places a large statue with goat hair in the bed, 

feigning David laying there. 

 

“household idol” - "teraphim" These were statues that represented various deities. According to 2 Kings 23:24  they were 

prohibited during the time of Josiah's reform movement in the seventh century. The idol Michal placed under the covers was 

of sufficient size to give the mistaken impression that David lay in the bed, thus facilitating his escape. (NET Bible 

Study Note 1 Sam 19:13). 

 

Michal clearly lies (she also has a household idol).  Yet the narrative gives no comment on the morality of these actions.  

This isn’t to suggest her lies are acceptable, but instead the text gives us an historical account of what happened.  We 

can draw our own conclusions.  David had already escaped before she lied about him being sick in bed (v. 12).  She lies a 

second time to her father regarding her conversation with David (v. 17). 

 

 v. 18 - David moves in with Samuel 

 

1 Samuel 19:19-24 - The spirit of God stops Saul 

 

In an unusual situation, Saul’s messengers (and eventually Saul himself) are hindered from finding and capturing David 

who is held up with Samuel and the other prophets in Naioth.  Upon arrival to the prophetic enclave, Saul’s men are 

overtaken by the spirit of the LORD and begin to prophesy, thus prohibiting them from fulfilling their mission to apprehend 

David.  After 3 unsuccessful attempts by Saul’s men (v.20, 21), the same thing happens when Saul himself finally comes. 

 

 v. 24 - Saul is humbled by the spirit of God. 
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1 Samuel 20:1-23 - David & Jonathan reunited. Jonathan’s plan to help David. 

 

David asks Jonathan to inquire of Saul’s mood towards David.  If Saul’s response to hearing of David’s whereabouts is one 

of anger, David will know that Saul is determined to kill him.  If this is the case, Jonathan will inform David and David 

will flee.  If Saul is unmoved by hearing news of David, Jonathan will inform David, and David will rest in safety.  The 

friends will determine Saul’s objectives regarding David in a discrete way, for they sense Saul knows of Jonathan’s 

loyalty to David.  Saul’s emotional instability are a signal of his intentions.   

 

v. 1 - David is unsure why Saul has so much animosity towards him 

 

v. 20-22 - Jonathan’s instructions to his attendant regarding his arrows will be the prearranged signal for David. 

 

1 Samuel 20:24-33 - Saul’s response to hearing of David 

 

v. 26 - Saul assumes David must be ritually impure, thus prohibiting him from joining them for the special dinner at the 

new moon.  It’s interesting to see Saul assumes David would be present, even after all that Saul has put David through 

at this point.  However we do see Saul’s paranoia present as he is thinking about where David might be in his head. 

 

v. 27 - after the second day of David’s absence, Saul asks about him. 

 

v. 30-31 - Saul bursts with anger 

 

Jonathan has come to terms with the fact that the LORD is with David and that Saul is no longer in line with the LORD’s 

plans. Jonathan’s ambitions are not in succeeding his father.  

 

1 Samuel 20:13b (NLT) -  “May the LORD be with you as he used to be with my father.” 

 

Part of the covenant that is made between Jonathan and David (v. 14-15) relates to Jonathan (and his descendants) not 

be destroyed when “the LORD cuts off every one of the enemies of David from the face of the earth (v. 15)”  (David will be 

faithful to this, even after Jonathan dies...we’ll see that in 2 Samuel 9) 

 

v. 32-33 - Jonathan defends David’s innocence and gets a spear thrown at him by his father. 

 

1 Samuel 20:34-42 - Jonathan informs David.  The friends weep together. 

 

Jonathan gives the signal to David and informs him of Saul’s state of mind.  He then calls his attendant to return to the 

city and has a face to face meeting with his friend David. 

 

v. 23 - “David wept the more” - David realizes that his life is going to be different now.  There is no hope for him 

returning to Saul’s table and he will begin a season of life as an on the run outlaw.  Saul will commit to chasing 

David at all costs.  Let us not forget that David has already been anointed king over God’s people (since 1 Samuel 16) 

 

v. 24 - Jonathan & David are committed to each other’s safety and well-being.  This won’t be the last time they meet. 
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